Vatican II Saturday Morning Sessions

Vatican II – Saturday Morning Sessions
Session 10: Saturday 17th August 2013
Part 1:

Input from Ian Fraser

A few notes from Ian's talk (included with permission from Ian)
The faithful listen to the Holy Spirit – they do not just continue to drudge
on.
Ephesians – the Church is to go to Christ without blemish – so the faithful
seek to make the Church what it can be. [They do not accept the status
quo or settle for passive belonging.]
An example is Scottish Churches' House: but the enthusiasts were pushed
aside in decision making. They are now seeking to find what
they/Church/life can be – not yet formed into something with a name.
We need to get together – it’s not enough to be ecumenically concerned.
Ian reflected on his experience from...
•

Nicaragua: there is nothing that a priest can do that a priestly
people cannot!

•

Asia: ministry Ian and his wife Margaret had, that was united with
the sisters of the Holy Spirit and Good Shepherd communities.

•

Europe – Czech church: communists cut off from the link to Rome;
but the need for worship and to get together led, in a priest-less
church, to a priestly people.

•

Africa – working with Jim O'Halloran, a Salesian priest (and author).
How after 6 weeks there, there would be 20 new communities, the
kind of church we had at the beginning, not in Jim's image but in
their own. [How? See Jim's books including - “Living Cells” and
“Three dancers one dance” ]

•

India, Malaysia, China: see house churches flourishing

Referring to the questions asked of us in today's session: what are the
core differences? “None – just get on with it”.
John 23rd – supposed to be a slip-in Pope between the ones that
mattered! Spoke of others [other churches] as sisters and brothers.
Alongside Vatican II he caused the gathering of a group of 15 Roman
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Catholics, 5 Lutheran, 5 Reformed (including Ian), 5 Orthodox that met
three times during Vatican II. Outcomes that the group wanted: training
of laity a priority, with finances for this being prioritised; cooperation
across the churches sharing insights and resources. With freedom to
recover the riches that had been seen as unimportant. Looking back,
there were too many men!
What are the core differences....
of the Body!

none – Popes say Jesus Christ is head

Concerning obstacles: hierarchy is a mode of shaping our church – I think
a poor one. Vatican I talked of hierarchy and infallibility. Vatican II
corrected this, with the church as the People of God. Paul VI was got at
over Humanae Vitae, so changed his mind!
People can try different forms of church, different ways to shape our
church, in practice. When it becomes a doctrine there is danger - danger
of a power block. Bishops should be true to calling to offer concentrated
caring attention, and not be over others.
The Vatican II text we read spoke of the fullness of the means of salvation
– every element – in the Roman Catholic Church.... Ian's response: “who
said?!”
Can find unity in the Church Catholic, more than the Catholic Church! We
don't need one structure – but respect for variety where finding faith,
checking up/in with each other. We do need some bigger assemblies
together, but not centralism.
In Rosyth in the 1950's [see Ian's book – Bible Congregation and
Community] four churches came together, but not the Roman Catholics
because one man, the Roman Catholic priest, stood in the way – how can
that be?
We are meant to care for the world, show God's concern for the world, for
people whose voices are not heard. Rosyth Institute was used for this.
What are the core differences? None - Just get together and do what's
needed!
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Part 2:

Feedback from Group Work: Decree on Ecumenism
(Unitatis Redintegratio)

Question 1:

What are the core differences between the Catholic Church
and the Reformed Christian Churches?

Group

Response

1

• Hierarchy – from pope and bishops downwards.
• Eucharist – ownership of it is for all, but this is not what Rome
says.
• Women in leadership – i.e. gender issues.

2

• Difference in understanding of the Eucharist (but our group
believes that nobody should be excluded from receiving
communion).
• Model of governance – the Church of Scotland seems more
democratic at local levels (something we aspire to).
• Scripture.

3

• The Catholic Church is hierarchical – popes, bishops, etc; other
denominations are more democratic – e.g. in Church of
Scotland they have a moderator for one year, church sessions
and congregations choosing their own ministers.
• The importance of the sacraments in catholic life, especially
holy communion.

4

• Eucharist.
• Celibacy.
• The pope.
• The ordination of men only.
• The place of Our Lady (but some of the group felt this was
present in other denominations).

5

• Where power sits is what differentiates us. There is a broad
spectrum in the Christian churches with regard to where power
lies. This spectrum includes:
−

The Catholic Church where power is very centralised and
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Group

Response

tightly controlled.
−

The Orthodox church which is more federal.

−

The Church of England is slightly more democratic.

−

The Church of Scotland which is much more democratic.

−

6

The Methodist tradition which has a high dependency on
lay people to make things actually happen.

• Our first answer was none.
• Papacy and hierarchy are obstacles – the structure and
exclusiveness.
• Structure and meaning of sacraments – user-friendly - the
Eucharist in the Roman Catholic tradition.
• Communion in Christ beyond denominational boundaries.

7

• The group felt that they were a bit constrained by drawing on
the Vatican II texts that they had read. Having listened to
Ian, how refreshing it would be if they just took some of these
questions and responded to them based on our experiences
rather than just the text itself.
• Doctrine – especially Eucharist and transubstantiation.
• Structure – strong adherence to hierarchy in the Catholic
Church; rank amongst our bishops which has become a
position rather than a resource.
• Discipline.
• Liturgical practices.
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Question 2:

What are the core common beliefs?

Group Response
1

• Baptism – once you have been baptised in a Christian church
you don’t need to be re-baptised if you move to another
church.
• One God.
• Creed.
• Scripture.
• Trinity.
• Salvation.

2

• One God revealed in Jesus Christ.
• One baptism and the rights and responsibilities that baptism
gives us.

3

• One God, Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour.
• The importance of Scripture.
• The importance of Baptism.

4

• Jesus.
• The Trinity.
• Jesus being the Son of God.
• Baptism.
• The place of Scripture in the church.

5

• The church catholic (as opposed to the catholic church).
• God.
• Trinity.
• Jesus Christ at its head.

6

• The person of Jesus Christ - his death and resurrection and his
presence with us now through his Spirit.
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Group Response
7

• One God.
• Trinity.
• Scripture – common respect.
• Acceptance of redemption.
• Baptism – core sacramental common ground.

Question 3:

Can you achieve unity
communion?

without being

in

union and

Group

Response

1

• We are united in Gospel values and action – e.g. in world
issues, justice and peace and taking care of the earth.

2

• We can move towards unity by sharing common aspects and
recognising and respecting differences.
• Unity in diversity is both possible and desirable when rooted in
Jesus.

3

• We can have diversity and unity – we have a common purpose.
• We can be in union in separate communities.
• In this regard it is important to point out that we don’t even
have real unity amongst ourselves (in the Catholic Church).

4

• Yes.
• In our own church, even within our own parish, there is a
diversity of views and we recognise and live with that. So why
can’t there be diversity of views with regard to the other
churches.

5

• If we focus on purpose, what we are trying to achieve which is
the creation of the Kingdom of God on earth, then we can do
it.
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Group

Response

• The group came up with scripture quotations from John 420-23:
o Worship in spirit and in truth.
o My Father’s house has many mansions.
This is validation that there are a variety of different ways of
achieving a single outcome.
6

• The problem occurs when we seek uniformity.
• Respect and collaboration needed.

7

• There was a lot of discussion about this.
• Yes – it can be achieved.
• There are examples of communion without unity.
• It has been demonstrated in lots of our experiences working

across our church groups here in the South East of Edinburgh
Question 4:

How do I feel with regard to our relationships with the local
Reformed Churches? Can we / should we do more to work
towards union and communion?

Group

Response

1

• We certainly can do a lot more.
• But we recognise that we have, though, started off not too
badly in this part of Edinburgh.
• More humility is needed in the Catholic Church.

2

• We can and should do more.
• Great examples of good practice in this Cluster - e.g. the Good
Friday shared worship.
• “Just go and do it” (cf. Ian Fraser).

3

• Seecat
• The Good Friday witness.
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Group

Response

• The Passover Meal on the Monday of Holy Week.
• Fundraising
• We all have a responsibility, in fact a duty, to support whatever
is available in our area.
4

• There are good relationships with the Reformed Churches in
this area.
• Yes – we should do more.

5

• Let’s just get on with it.
• The word denominationalise implies something that we do in
our time. It challenged the group, because we had viewed the
various strands of Christianity as something historical that was
done to us. The word made it an active verb that is of now,
and it made us recognise that we are as much separatists in
our way as were our forebears. Are we working to build the
Kingdom with all our brothers and sisters?

6

• We welcome relationship with the local churches and would like
to develop and extend.
• The Good Friday shared worship.
• The churches in this area could respond together to the needs
of the people in this area.

7

• There are excellent examples of it here in our area:
o Liturgy.
o Prayer.
o Scripture.
o Justice and peace.
o Shared witness.
• One area where we could do more to work towards communion

and union could be sharing sacramental experiences like
baptism.
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Part 3:

Question and answer session with Ian Fraser

Question:

What was your experience of being in Rome during the
Vatican Council and the conversations that you were part of
and that you heard that were to do with the changes in
culture and the changes that were happening at that time
and their reception?

Response:

One of the changes was that Joseph Ratzinger (who many
years later became Pope Benedict) was a different man.
Back then he was flexible, teachable and was looking for
fresh thinking. He later got caught by the system.
The Curia first of all presented an agenda to the Council, but
the Council threw it in the dustbin because it was pedestrian
and unadventurous and the Council members wanted to do
fresh thinking and acting.
In the group of 30, the people who were monsignors, etc,
were not high and mighty, they were just the people next to
you.
I worry about a church that is bit like a Michelin man, with
many different layers. The Church in the Scripture is simply
head (Christ) and body (whole people of God)
Being at Vatican II was a liberating experience - I saw a
church that was liberating itself. Far too many men still, but
you will get over that in time, I hope!

Question:

You said once before about hearing conversations when in
the Vatican about John 23rd opening doors and windows.

Response:

I had some meetings at the heart of the Vatican. There were
Monsignors, Cardinals and so on who had been making heavy
weather of a discussion in a room next to the one I was in.
As they came in for their coffee break they were saying: if
they had their way John XXIII would not be canonised but
anathematised forever. Why? “He opened too many windows
and doors and we can’t shut them all.”

Question:

You spoke about having the honour of being black listed in a
country [apartheid S Africa and the Philippines]. With regard
to that word ‘honour’, we are afraid of acting according to
what we believe. In this regard, Liberation theology became
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a bad word in the Catholic Church. But, all that people were
doing was trying to help the poor and get rid of unjust
structures. Yet, it became a dirty word, condemned outright.
Response:

Liberation theology was condemned by people who didn’t
know their Marxism. They called it Marxist. But the Bible is
a liberating book from beginning to end.
Dr Bernard Haring was a great friend of mine. He was one of
those who showed their quality by being hauled before the
body that acted like the Inquisition. The Pope had people
hauled before it to straighten them out, but it was actually
the Pope, etc, that needed the straightening up. Bernard
Haring was honoured by being brought before that lot – with
no lawyer or anyone else to speak in his defence. After that
he never spoke about the Holy Office. He spoke rather about
the Ex Holy Office.
If there is something in my life that marks me out, it is my
determination that theology should be seen to be the work of
ordinary people in ordinary language. Jesus’ theology was
understood by everybody – it was in ordinary language.
Theology is ‘porridge for the road’ - not caviar for specialists.
If theology is the articulation of the faith in God basis for
living, then everybody needs an articulation of this.
Everybody who is concerned at all can contribute to the
articulation of the faith in God basis for living. Two examples:


People in a community, responding to someone who had
acted wrongly against them in the past and had now
returned: “Aye Jim lad, glad you're back.” This was
forgiveness and restoration to the community – a
superb theology. “We forgive you” would have kept
them on a high horse with power, and Jim on the
sinner's stool.

•

With regard to the Bible: “Other books, I read; that
book reads me.” Spoken by an African woman.

Ordinary people speaking in ordinary language... We need to
encourage people to talk about their faith, about God, in
ordinary language which is supremely equipped for theology.
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Appendix 1: Here are some links to online materials by Ian Fraser
Ian left 5 booklets of recent writing – these are being shared around.
These essays can be found here: http://iona.org.uk/2013/08/29/ianfraser-series-all-parts/ and comprise:
Introduction
Gender Disinheritance
Church Disinheritance
World Disinheritance
Disinheritance of \'Deviants\'
Disinheritance of the Poor
Disinheritance of Saints
A Perspective
Mammon Rules
Each of the above is a link to a website that you can access, if you have
internet access, by holding down the <Ctrl> key on your keyboard and
then left-clicking on the link.
Also there are some books that you can purchase as a download:
•

Reinventing theology - £5.90 http://www.ionabooks.com/reinventing-theology-downloadablebook.html

•

The Way Ahead (eBook): Grown-Up Christians http://www.waterstones.com/waterstonesweb/products/ian+m+fraser/the+way+ahead+28ebook29/8169058/

One is recently republished (written when in Rosyth)
Bible Congregation and Community
See Amazon and the Iona Community Wild Goose Publications for this and
more.
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